enclosed for the Office's convenience. Further, a copy of the date-stamped filing receipt is 
enclosed herewith to demonstrate the timely filing of these documents. 

Even if, in arguendo, applicants failed to comply with the requirements of a properly 
filed Sequence Listing, the Office has not provided guidance to the Applicants regarding what 
the Applicants must provide. More specifically, there is nothing marked below the section 
titled "Applicant Must Provide", within the enclosed Notice dated December 3, 2002. 
Therefore the Notice is esoteric, at best, in requesting more information from the Applicants. 
Therefore, if the Notice is proper, Applicants respectfully request the Office to issue a new 
Notice that properly provides guidance to Applicants regarding what, in fact, the Office 
wishes Applicants to provide the Office. At the present, Applicants believe that all 
requirements regarding the filing of the Sequence Listing and the computer-readable 
Sequence Listing have been fulfilled. Applicants attempted to contact the Examiner on 
December 30, 2002, to clarify this matter. However, the attempt was unsuccessful. 

In addition, the Notice apparently indicates that the Preliminary Amendment filed 
January 16, 2002, is not in compliance with the current format because a "clean version of a 
replacement paragraph" has not been filed. Applicants respectfully disagree. At all instances 
where Sequence Indentifiers are inserted, a new paragraph begins on the next line (indicated 
by the indention/tab in the specification). Further, as demonstrated by the enclosed copy of 
the Preliminary Amendment, both clean and marked-up copies of the paragraphs in the 
specification that were amended are, indeed, provided to the Office. Without further 
guidance from the Office, Applicants can not determine what, exactly, the Office wishes the 
Applicants to further provide. Indeed, the Preliminary Amendment is proper, and therefore, 
Applicants respectfully request the Preliminary Amendment to be entered. 
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Applicants submit that this application is in condition for examination on the merits. 
Early notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 
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Jorman F. Obion 
Attorney of Record 
Registration No. 24,618 

Thomas W. Barnes III, Ph.D. 
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